Rupture of the abdominal aorta in patients with Ehlers-Danlos syndrome.
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (EDS) is a heterogeneous inherited disorder of collagen synthesis. Type IV is frequently associated with major vascular catastrophes and challenges the vascular surgeon with its varied clinical presentation and the difficulty of vascular repair. Rupture of the abdominal aorta is one of the most serious complications and is associated with nearly 100% mortality rate. We describe here three patients with type IV EDS.